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REMARKS 

In the office action, the examiner has restricted the application to one of the following 
groups of inventions: 

Group I: Claims 1-11, drawn to a polymer cellulosic fiber composition 

Group II: Claims 12-20, drawn to an extrudable composition 

Group III: Claims 21-25, drawn to a method of preventing decay 

Group IV: Claim 26, drawn to a quaternary ammonium alkyl salt 

In response to the Restriction Requirement, applicants elect the claims of Group I (i.e., 
claims 1-11) without traverse. Applicants reserve the right to pursue the remaining non-elected 
inventions in divisional applications. 

The election of species requirement requires applicants to select one of the distinct 
species of X from the list below: 

a. an alkyl carboxylate -0-C(0)R 

b. alkyl sulfate -OS(0) 2 OR 

c. alkyl sulphonate -S(0 2 )OR 

d. alkyl phosphate -OP(0)OHOR 

e. alkyl phosphate -OP(0)H-OR 

In response to the election of species requirement, applicants elect b. alkyl sulfate 
without traverse. Claims 1-11 are readable upon the elected species. 



Prior to the present amendment, claims 1-26 were pending. By the present amendment, 
applicants have amended claims 1, 3, 5-7, cancelled claims 12-26, and amended two paragraphs 
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of the specification. Accordingly, claims 1-11 are pending. Applicants submit that all of the 
currently pending claims are consistent with the election of Group I and the election of the 
species alkyl sulfate. 

Applicants have amended the paragraph at page 2, line 16 of the specification and claim 1 
in order to correct typographical errors in the chemical formulas and the nomenclature of the 
chemical formulas. In particular, 0-C(0)R is an alkanecarboxylate; OS(0)2R is an 
alkanesulfonate; an alkyl phosphate is OP(0)(OH)OR; and OP(0)(H)-OR is (O-)alkyl 
phosphonate. 

Applicants have amended the paragraph at page 3, line 9 of the specification and claims 3 
and 5-7 in order to correct the nomenclature of the ammonium ions. Specifically, the ammonium 
ions should be written as one word, e.g., alkyldimethylbenzylammonium, not 
alkyldimethylbenzyl ammonium. 

Accordingly no new matter has been entered by the amendments to the claim and the 
specification. Entry of the amendments is respectfully requested. 

It is now believed that this application is in condition for further consideration and 
examination. If resolution of any remaining issues is required prior to examination of the application, 
it is respectfully requested that the examiner contact applicants' attorney at the telephone number 
provided below. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/linda d. chin/ 

Linda D. Chin 
Registration No.: 58,205 
Attorney for Applicants 

HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 1 1791 
(516) 822-3550 
LDC/be 

298863 



